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Laozi said, We may know how to resolve a great conflict, but without reflecting on its root causes,

even the fairest resolution will still contain seeds of lingering resentment.”
Resentment is born out of emotional attacthments that arise from our deluded nature,
Since our true nature has no inherent delusion, how can there be resentment?
Emperor Tang said, "If people are at fault, all blame lies with me.
Zhuangzi said, “All merits lie with others; all faults lie with me.”
Although sages are often criticized by others, thev criticize no one,
They never bear any hostility. We should emulate Emperor Shun.
(He saw fault only in himself, not in others. His love and patience touched even those who tried to kill him.)
May we all find encouragement in these words.

Chin Kung at the age of 78
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Always be compassionate and
tolerant for all.
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Peace Tour
Venerable Master Chin Kung

Visits Indonesia, Cairo and
Vatican, 2003 - 2004

[. Foreword

Sakyamuni Buddha taught us to rely
on the definitive meanings of his teaching.
Venerable Master Chin Kung taught us
that these definitive meanings are indeed
urgently needed in today‘s society. By that,
he meant we urgently need dissolution of
enmity; peace; and stability. In addition,
we need to promote sacred teachings. For
this reason, the Master, despite being close
to eighty years of age, is still diligently
traveling to various countries to provide
advice to leaders of governments, and unite
religions, hoping to build world peace with
collective effort.

Recently, the Indonesian government
has realized the importance and the urgency
for religious harmony and has made the
following considerable efforts:

(1) During the relatively short eight
months period from October 2003 to May
2004, Master Chin Kung was invited to
visit Indonesia three times to meet with
the President, Vice President, Chairman
of the People’s Consultative Committee,
Minister of Religious Affairs, Minister of
Mational Education, Minister of Internal
Affairs, leaders of five major religions,
and representatives from universities. The
Master provided precious suggestions in
regards to multi-faith harmony and spiritual
education.

(2) Indonesian government recently
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established an Interfaith Secretariat Building
for all religions to work together. The
Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs
invited the Master to give a speech in the
opening ceremony of the interfaith office
building. This indicates that Indonesian
government hopes to learn the Master's
ideas and experiences in promoting religion
unification in Singapore.

Master presented his calligraphy to Mr. Hasyim
Muzadi, the chairman of one of the largest |slamic
organizations, Nahdlatul Ulama(NLU)

(3) On 22nd - 25th of February 2004,
Indonesian government and Nahdlatul
Ulama, the largest Islamic organization in
Indonesia, jointly hosted the International
Conference of Islamic Scholars in Jakarta.
Islamic leaders, university professors,
and ambassadors from nearly one
hundred countries were invited to attend
this Conference. President Megawati
Soekarnoputri gave the opening speech,
and Vice President Hamzah Haz gave the
closing remark. At the welcome dinner of
the first night of the Conference, Master
Chin Kung was invited to give a keynote
speech entitled “"Education Is Essential
in Building a Country and in Guiding [ts
People: Only the Sacred Teachings Can
Achieve Humanity, Love and World Peace.”



(4) On 19th - 25th of June 2004,
Indonesian Ministry of Religious Affairs
organized an interfaith touring delegation
to visit Egypt, Italy and Vatican. The
delegation was led by the Secretary
General of the Ministry of Religious
Aftairs and comprised of leaders of three
largest Islamic orgamzations (NU, MUI,
MUHAMMADIYAH), the Bishops
Conference of Indonesia, Christian Churches
Alliance, Headquarters of Hinduism and
Buddhism. Master Chin Kung was invited
to be the honorary advisor to the delegation.
The purpose of the tour was to enhance
mutual understanding and to foster common
views among members of this delegation,
and with different religions in different parts
of the world via interfaith dialog,

II. The Brief Report of the 2004 Trip to
Vatican and Egypt

19 June

Master Chin Kung and his entourage took
Thar Airway TG410, departing at 7:45 PM
for Bangkok. The Indonesian religious

delegation led by Secretary General of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs of Indonesia
Professor Dr. H. Faisal [smail, met with
Master Chin Kung at Bangkok airport.
Professor Ismail and several religious
leaders are old acquaintances of Master. It
was a pleasant reunion.

20 June
00:45 AM

Departing for Cairo via Egypt Air,

11:00 AM
Visited Cairo Museum of Archaeology.

13:30 PM
Visited Pyramid and Sphinx of Giza.

15:00 PM
Visited a traditional Egyptian Papyrus
papermaking factory.

19:45 PM
Cruised the Nile River at mght and dined on
the ferry.

Master and the Indonesia Multi-Faith delegation members touring the great Pyramid, one of the Seven Wonders
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Master talking to Shelk Fawzi al-Zafzaf of the Al Azhar University of
Caira which has over one thousand years of history. 1 is the oldes]
[slamic universily in the world,

21 June
10:30 AM

Visited Al Azhar University.

It has a history of over one thousand
vears and is the oldest Islamic university
in the world. Master Chin Kung and
the delegation met with the Deputy
Grand Sheik Mohamed Kabawy and the
Interfaith Committee President of Al Azhar
University, Sheik Fawzi al-Zafzaf. Deputy
Grand Sheik talked about the importance
of Al Azhar University in the Islamic world
and the goal of the University, which is to
teach all people to be tolerant and merciful,
and non-violently resolve problems. Sheik
Fawzi al-Zafzaf said that communication
among all religions is absolutely necessary,
but each religion should retain its own
tradition and culture. In the meeting, the
Master said that the common goal of all
religious followers is to help all people
to live in a peaceful, stable world without
conflict Allah is merciful, Jesus is loving,
and Buddha is compassionate. Although
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each religion uses different terminologies,
the principle of mercy, love and compassion
is the same. All religions thus can unite
together. The Master also urge all religious
people to study diligently not only their own
religious scriptures but also the holy books
of other religions. Once we have done so,
we would have realized that the essence of
all religions is the same, and there is only
one true God.

14:00 PM
Visited Indonesian Embassy in Egypt.

16:00 PM

Visited Saint Mary*s sanctuary in Cairo and
the Coptic Church built on top of the cave.
It is said that the Holy family had stayed in
the cave after their escape from Palestine.

22 June

10:00 AM

Departed on Egypt Air flight MS 791 for
Rome.



14:00 PM
Arrived in Rome.

16:30 PM

Had interfaith dialog with Bishop Michael
Fitzgerald, the committee chairman of the
Interfaith Office of Vatican.

Bishop Fitzgerald said that the Vatican
has been promoting interfaith dialog for over
forty years. Contacts had been established
with Judaism, Islam. and Buddhism for
many years. Efforts also have been made
to promote dialog and communication
among various religions to bring better
understanding of and mutual respect for
each other. History tells us that due to lack
of communication, severe misunderstanding
and conflict had occurred between different
religions. Master Chin Kung said that
we have seen continuous conflicts in
the world. When we carefully study the
causes of the conflicts, we found that they
originated in the basic unit of our society:

=

family. Throughout the world, the discord
and conflict between couples, parents
and children, and brothers and sisters all
contribute to the gradual degradation of our
greater community. As we delve into the
problem further, we would see that the root
of conflict is actually within our inner self’
selfishness vs. altruism. In this age, we can
see that family education, school education,
and social education have all failed. The
only way to awaken the moral and virtuous
nature in all of us is by religious education.

18:30 PM

Met with San Edigio representatives in
the Italy headquarter. San Edigio is an
international organization that promotes
peace dialogs among all ethnic groups.

23 June
10:00 AM

Visited Vatican and met with Pope John
Paul I1.

;’ -

Master logether wilh the Indonesia Mulli-Faith delegation visiling Pope John Paul (1 in Valican
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20:15 PM

Master Chin Kung gave a one-hour
lecture to the thirty-seven Buddhist
practitioners who traveled from France and
Spain to see him. The Master talked about
the inception of Pure Land Associations
and their mission. He also spoke about the
relationships between different religions.
In order to resolve religious conflicts,
education is the only way to help people
to give rise to compassion and love. Once
we truly understand the teachings of saints
and sages and the truth about our life and
our living environment, confrontation and
conflicts will naturally be resolved from
within ourselves, and the external problems
would be disappeared. Dr. Emoto of Japan
has demonstrated through his water crystals
experiments that goodwill could indeed
resolve all disasters.

24 June

10:00 AM

Invited by Sister Teresa Seow, Master Chin
Kung and the group visited the Canossian
Headquarter of Italy.

20:15 PM

Master Chin Kung invited all members of
the delegation and Buddhist practitioners
from Europe to a dinner party. The Master
talked about the virtue of charity giving
for others by sharing the experiences from
Singapore.

25 June

08:30 AM

Visited Indonesian Embassy in Italy. Met
with H.E. Ambassador Mr. Bambang
Prayitno and his wife.

13:40 PM
Departed for Cairo on flight MS 792.

26 June
11:50 AM

Took Egypt Air flight MS 860 to Bangkok.

27 June
01:10 AM

Arrived at Bangkok.

11:15 AM
Departed for Singapore by Thai Airway
TG413.

III. Dialogue at Breakfast

In the morning of 21st of June, all
members of the delegation were having
breakfast in the hotel restaurant in Cairo.
Master Chin Kung and Secretary General
Prof. Dr. Faisal Ismail of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs, Dr. Richard Daulay,
Deputy Secretary General of Churches
Alliance of PGI, and Director Prof. Toh
Swee Hin of the Multifaith Centre of
Griffith University were sitting on the same
table.

The Master said: There are many
similarities between Islam and Buddhism
teachings. For example, Islam teaches the
Six Beliefs: believing in Allah, believing
in angels, believing in Koran, believing
in messenger, believing in next life, and
believing in the End Day. Buddhism also
talks about the Six Beliefs: believing in
self nature, believing in others, believing
in cause, believing in effect (consequence),
believing in phenomena, and believing in
principles. Believing in Allah is in fact the
same as believing in self nature, believing
in angels is believing in others, believing in
Quran is believing in principles, believing
in messenger is believing in phenomena,
believing in next life and believing in the
End Day are believing in cause and effect.




Prof. Ismail said: Yes. Although
different religions use different
terminologies, the principles of teaching are
the same. For example, the Buddha teaches
people to practice giving. In Islam, one of
the percepts is to donate a portion of one’s
own wealth to help the poor.

Prof. Toh said: Buddhism and Islam
have common values which emphasize the
importance of serving the community and to
care and have compassion for people who
are in dire need.

Dr. Daulay said: Christians often
talks about love while Buddhism often
talks about compassion. They are the same
teachings. When you visited us in the PGI
headquarter in Indonesia last time, you gave
me a framed Chinese calligraphy of “Love”.
It is still hanging on my office wall. 1 have
always been promoting the importance of
friendships among all people. In fact, the
original form of Christianity was about
having sincere and friendly relationships
among all people. I hope this original form
could be restored.

IV. Conclusion

This religious delegation is Indonesian
government's first official contact with the
international religious communities. It has
sent a very impaortant message to the world:
Religious Harmony.

First of all, this visit was one real
positive action taken by the Indonesian
government to carry out its intension to
further promote religious harmony. The
fact that Indonesian Ministry of Religious
Affairs invited Venerable Master Chin Kung
to be the honorary advisor to the delegation
showed their sincere desire to learn from
the Master on his Singapore experiences

regarding peace promotion and organizing
religious delegations.

Secondly, this delegation facilitated
close contacts and mutual understandings
among the seven religious participants:
the three largest Islamic organizations,
Catholicism, Christianity, Hinduism and
Buddhism. The representatives from each
religion came to appreciate Venerable
Master Chin Kung's wisdom and shared
the fruit from his experience; that religious
contacts and communications were best
conducted through traveling together in
unity. Religious representatives lived
together and learned from each other during
the trips, breaking barriers while enhancing
mufual understandings. People from
different religions became friends in the first
tour and may well become brothers in the
second.

At the end of the visiting tour,
delegation members said good-bye to one
another at the Singapore airport. Prof. Dr.
Ismail, Secretary General of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs warmly shook Master
Chin Kung's hands and said: Thank you for
your participation. Hope that we will have
another delegation tour together in the near
future.
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Report of Venerable Master
Chin Kung’s Trip to Indonesia
September 2004

Friday, 24th of September
Master Chin Kung and entourage

arrived 1n Jakarta at 10:00AM local time.
Indonesian Chinese Party Chairman Mr.
Shue Shiong Lee, Mr. Kuan Ming Chuen,
Mr. Ru Sian Shiong and other Multicultural
Society members greeted the Master at the
airport. Jakarta Hatta Airport authority
received the Master in the State Reception
Building as an official guest of Indonesia.
Later the group has checked in at Shangarila
Hotel, Jakarta.

Saturday, 25th of September
10:00-11:00 AM

Master Chin Kung received Honorary
Doctorate degree from Svarif Hidayatullah

Islamic State University.

Master Chin Kung and followers
attended a special award ceremony in Syanf
Hidayatullah Islamic State University,
Jakarta. This Honorary Doctorate awarding
ceremony was conducted in solemn and
splendid atmosphere. More than three
hundred guests were present. Guest of
Honor included former Indonesia President
Mr. Wahid, representatives from Department
of Religious Affair and Department of
Education. More than thirty professors
from various faculties witnessed the grand
ceremony.

Rector Dr. Azyvumard Azra praised
Master Chin Kung for his life-long
dedication in religious education and
his unrelenting promotion of world
peace. Regardless of race or religion,
Master donates scholarships to help the
underprivileged students to finish schoolings
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in Indonesia. This special award was
instigated by recommendations from Mr.
Wahid and six other renowned professors,
along with the consentience of more than
eighty university professors to the propriety
of the procedure. Since the founding of
Indonesia, this was the very first Honorary
Doctorate award that was presented to an
ordained Buddhist practitioner. Rector
expressed in his speech that it was the hope
of the university that Master Chin Kung
will continue to help Muslims actualizing
the teaching of Islam and he would assist
in changing the common misunderstanding
of the world for associating terrorism with
Islam.

Master Chin Kung in his acceptance
speech expressed gratitude for this grand
ceremony. He mentioned that after the
911 incident in the US, University of
Queensland in Australia had invited him
to join a discussion forum with various
professors to explore peace promotion in the
aftermath of this event. Griffith University
has also invited him to several conferences
and discussion forums to exchange ideas
on the same subject. In the year of 2002,
Chancellor of Griffith University proposed
to present an Honorary Doctorate degree
to the Master. He declined the invitation
initially. The Chancellor then explained that
she believed the Master posse the wisdom
and the ability to help the world in conflict
resolution. However, many international
and UN imtiated peace conferences invite
only academics and experts in various fields
to attend their meetings. Rarely would they
send out invitation for ordained monk. If
the Master could represent the university
and the country as a professor to participate
these conferences seeking world peace, then
it would benefit all people. She has thus
convinced Master Chin Kung in accepting
his first Honorary Doctorate award.

The Master also said that in the
past two years he has participated three
UN conferences where he emphasized
the importance of religious education
in modern society. Religious education
is the embodiment of peace education
that teaches everyone to love and care
for all, with virtuous deeds. Master Chin
Kung followed by expressing that he was
especially honored to have received this
award bestowed upon him by the university
and Mr. Wahid, and he would make every
endeavor to fulfill his role in the meaningful
mission.

Mr. Wahid in his remarks mentioned
that he fully agreed with Master Chin Kung
and he accentuated that religious education
must be put into daily practice. Religious
harmony and world peace is a goal that
everyone should be working towards. Mr.
Wahid’s humorous and deeply meaningful
speech gained much applause from the
audience. At the end of the ceremony, every
professor and attending audience came
forward to congratulate Master Chin Kung
with traditional Java handshake.

11:00-11:30 AM
“Chin Kung’s Corner”

At the end of the ceremony, the Master
was invited to the library of the School of
Theology and Philosophy where a dedicated
room was allocated for the Master’s Buddhist
teaching materials. The Master’s various
books were displayed in the new “Chin Kung’s
Corner”, CDs, VCDs, DVDs in Indonesian
subtitles were played on TV screens at
all time. A set of Buddhist Canon Sutra
containing a complete set of Buddha's life
teachings spanning 150 volumes were also
present in the library. The Dean of Theology
and Philosophy, Prof. Amsal Bachtiar
welcomed Master Chin Kung in the opening
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ceremony of “Chin Kung’s Corner™ and
indicated plans to assign 5000 square meters
of land to build a Chin Kung Center.

Master Chin Kung expressed
gratitude for the university to host such
a splendid ceremony. He hopes that
when this new center is ready, it would
be named “Multi-faith Center”, where
representatives from each religion could give
lectures and speeches here by invitation.
Very few universities in the world are
equipped with such a facility. If such center
were to be established in Indonesia, he
would give his full support.

University authority had prepared
vegetarian meals for the Master’s group.
After lunch, everyone was invited to
the recording studio on the 7th floor for
an interview. Several professors asked
Master Chin Kung's views towards
different religions. They went on to ask the

Master how Buddhists and Muslims could
cooperate.

Master Chin Kung answered that the
cause for worldwide conflicts originated in
the declining of morality and virtue. China
was able to sustain its culture for 5000 years
because it has emphasized the teaching of
propriety, moral and virtue to the young.
It laid the foundation for peace education.
Christians said, “God loves all people™.
Islam taught, “Allah is truly merciful”. In
China, Muslims not only practice according
to the scriptures, they have combined the
essence of Confucianism, Taoism and
Buddhism and accepted all the proprieties
and paid respect for everything and
everyone. It is remarkably commendable.
Although each religion has different forms,
their essence is alike. Once we realize this
fact, it 1s easy to understand that different
religions could cooperate with each other,
working in unity, offering tolerance and

Interviewed by university professors in the recording studio of Syanf Hidayatullah |slamic State Liniversity




loving-kindness for each other. Modern
society values the development of
technology and ignored the importance
of the education of morality and virtue.
Religious beliefs were trivialized. This 1s
the cause for the unrests we have seen in
the world today. In order to seek peace, we
must start with promotion of the education
of moral and virtue, and to practice our
lives in accord with the teachings of various
treasured scriptures.

Master also mentioned that with our
technological advances; we have to to
utilize public media to promote religious
education of peace, virtue and morality.
Master suggested that he would donate
satellite reception equipment that would
tune into Hwazan Satellite TV station where
a multi-faith classroom would be ready for
everyone to learn. People could tune in 24
hours a day to receive the teachings of saints
and sages. Hopefully, this will lead the way
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for the nation to have a dedicated Satellite
channel to broadcast the teachings of each
religion to help their followers understand
their own holy scriptures better. With better
understanding, people would not be easily
manipulated to cause social disorders.
This perhaps is a suggestion that is worth
considering for the leaders of this nation.
The professors were invigorated by the
Master’s answers. They asked the Master to
come to Indonesia more often and share his
insight with more people.

Master took an afternoon flight to
Suyabava province and took transport to
Malang. Checked in at Hotel Gajamada
Graha.

Sunday, 26th of September
10:00-11:30 AM

In the morning, the Master attended
the wedding ceremony. Mr. Muzadi warmly
greeted the Master and led the Master
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Master Chin Kung was invited to attend the wedding ceremony
for Vice President candidate Mr. Hasyim Muzadi's daughter
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to converse with President Megawatti
in the VIP room. The Master met with
the chairman of Indonesian Christian
Association, Dr. Tjahjadi Nugraha Ma
and the director of Religious Affair, Mr.
Abdufata. Dr. Tjahjadi praised Master Chin
Kung for what he had done for Indonesia.
He agrees fully that we should make
the most of new technology to promote
multiculturalism and peace education.
Different religions were much like our
fingers. Although each looked different,
they were all originated from one family.
Everyone ought to tolerate and care for all
the others.

The wedding was conducted in
traditional Java style. The bride and groom
and the parents of the new couple were all
dressed in blue traditional costume. Muslim
elders softly gave blessing to the new
couple with holy songs. After the ceremony
the couple and the parents shake hands
with every guest. There were over 15,000
people attending the ceremony. The Master
returned to Surabaya in the afternoon and
checked in at Shangri-La Hotel.

6:00-10:00 PM
Multicultural Discussion

Buddhist Education Center of Surabaya
held a special dinner party to welcome
Master Chin Kung. After the dinner, the
Master gave a short speech and then started
a question and answer session. Although on
short notice, there were still more than 500
people attended the event. Sisters from local
church, Muslim representatives, Tibetan and
Theravada Buddhists came to the meeting
that evening. The Master stressed that all
religions taught with the same message: love
and compassion for everyone. This common
moral and virtuous social education is what
the modern world requires. Having faith in

a religion involves in depth understanding
of one’s own Holy Scriptures. Using long
distance education methods, such as Internet
and satellite TV, would truly benefit more
people than traditional means. Audience
asked many questions regarding the chaotic
social problems and the possibility of
multicultural peace education. The Master
provided practical answers to everyone’s
question.

Monday, 27th of September
After breakfast, the Master talked about his
visions of a “Multi-faith Peace College™.

We would help the university
to improve their existing recording
equipments.

We should invite each religion to select
three teachers to give lectures for at least
two hours every week. After sending the
recording to the Department of Religious
Affair for assessment, the content could be
aired on the Internet and Satellite TV.

With three to six months of lecturing
training, university could establish a
*School of Multi-faith Research™. All
the trainees from various religions, once
becomes eligible through evaluation, would
become researchers at the school. One year
later, researchers would be ready to engage
the role of formal lecturers of Multi-faith
and the school could start to accept Master
and PhD students.

In three to four years, the research
school could be expanded into “Multi-faith
Peace College” where every religion could
launch a separate new school. When all
the requirements have been met, perhaps a
Multi-faith University could be initiated.

The university has set aside a 5000 sq.



meter of land for a “Chin Kung Centre”.
The Master suggested that it should
be named as “Multi-faith Center”. An
eight-story building could be constructed.
Each religion could be offered a floor to
use. The eighth floor would be set up as
the recording studio and common lecture
hall. The lower two stories could be used as
office and receptions.

10:00-11:00 AM
Press conference in Shanganla Hotel
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Indonesian LECDI newspaper reporter
asked: “Indonesia has gained independence
for only 59 years, why is there so much
religious conflict?”

The Master answered: “There is no
correlation between unrest and the duration
of independence. There are many old
civilizations in the world. Many of these
countries transpired disorders in their
history. However, our society has never
seen social unrest at our present level. The
root of all conflicts derived from the fall of
moral and virtuous education. Everyone
neglected the teaching of saints and sages.”

Andala newspaper reporter asked:
“What is the purpose of Master Chin Kung’
s visit to East Java?”

The Master answered: “Buddhist is

always on the receptive end of affairs. We
do not proactively seek anything. However,
when there is a need for helping hands, we
would all do our best to accommodate.

The reporter asked: “Why has the
Master suggested uniting all human beings
with religious education?”

The Master said that religious education
is in fact, education of love, When everyone
holds love in his or her heart, then there is
no room for inflicting harms on others. All
conflicts will be resolved naturally.

11:00 AM
Received The highest Award from the
Department of Religious Affair

Upon arriving Jakarta from Suyabaya,
the Master headed immediately to the
Department of Religious Affair. This
award was given by the Director General
of Buddhism and Hinduism Mr. 1| Wayan
Suartajaya. All key personnel from
the department attended this ceremony.
Director General praised the Master for
his long-term dedication toward resolving
conflicts. He found true solution in the
Master’s teachings. Mr. 1 Wayan Suartajaya
was also present at the Honorary Doctorate
Award at the Syarif Hidayatullah Islamic
State University and he was deeply touched
by that event. Director General said that
this honor for the Master was not only
meaningful for the Master, but it was a
momentous honor for all Buddhists. Master
Chin Kung’s commitment to world peace is
the common wish of all people and this is
why the special award is presented to him
today.

Master Chin Kung thanked the director
general and everyone who attended the
event. He hoped that the next time he comes
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Master Chin Kung and Mr. | Wayan, the Director General of Hinduism and Buddhism, at the Ministry of Religious Affairs

to Indonesia, he would have the chance to
exchange ideas with professors from the
university on the subject of peace education.
The Master said that when the recording
studio in the university has finished
construction, the university would be able
to select lecturers and religious teachers to
start regular teaching programs. Teachers
can comment favorably towards their own
religions or teachings but no one should
slander on the others. Once the recordings
are assessed by the government, 1t could
be played on the Satellite TV or Internet.
When this team has developed further, a
center could be formed. Later on, a graduate
school can be established. In five vears
time, perhaps fifty teachers can be trained,
and then a multi-faith college could be
set up where every religion would have a
school within. Given another five years, a
“Multi-faith University™ would be a reality.
And what an achievement it would be for

Indonesia! We have to be broadminded
and learn from each other. Hopefully, the
government can allocate a TV channel that
would be dedicated to religious programs
promoting peace and morality.

The director of Five Religious Affairs,
Mr. Abdufata, Legal Director, Chairman
of Christian faith and Indonesian Chinese
Party Chairman Mr. Shue Shiong Lee
spoke in turns. All wish that Master Chin
Kung would continue to assist Indonesia in
education and help it to achieve peace and
prosperity.

Tuesday, 28th of September
10:00 AM

Master Chin Kung headed to Venerable
Hui Shiong’s Da Chong Temple and paid
respect to the Chinese Buddhist delegation
leaders Venerable Sun Hui and Director

Kuo Wei, Venerable Sun Hui enquired the



development of Pure Land College. The
Master replied that Pure Land College
has been working towards building a long
distance education facility. There are now
more than eight hundred people enrolled
in the nine-year learning program. The
Master quoted the Sultan of Yogyakarta
that Indonesian Islamic faith came from
China, thus there are minor difference
from Islam faith in the Middle East. The
Master commented that the famous Chinese
explorer Cheng Ho had visited Indonesia
three times and Cheng Ho himself was a
faithful Muslim. Venerable Hui Shiong said
that Western scholars gave very high regards

and respect for Cheng Ho in history because
he had never imposed the will of Chinese
government on the numerous countries that
he had visited. With his twenty thousand
troops, he only helped all the new found
friends to prospernty.

After the short meeting, the Master
sent the delegation to the airport where they
would take a flight to Malaysia. Master Chin
Kung and entourage returned to Singapore
in the same afternoon and traveled to Hong
Kong two days later to continue his lecture
series in Flower Adornment Sutra.

-3 vt b

In the West Zen Temple of Da Chong Moutain, Master met with the Chinese Buddhist Association
delegation. Second from left is Director Ms. Wei Kuo, to the right of Master is Ven. Sun Hui, on the left
side of Master is the head of Da Chong Moutain Vien. Hui Shiong
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Letter from Prof. Dr.
Ven. Master Chin Kung to
H.E. President Megawati

Soekarnoputri of Indonesia
1 July, 2004

Dear Madam President,

It was my honor to have met you at
the Commemoration Ceremony on the
13th May, 2004. 1 believe that Indonesia
is fortunate to have such an understanding
and wise leader, and 1 envisage the future
stability and prosperity of Indonesia.

Indonesia, with a population of over
two hundred and twenty million, of which
eighty-six percent are Muslims, is the
largest Islamic country in the world. The
majority of your people follow the holy
teaching of Allah and also believe in the law
of cause and effect. I have visited Indonesia
three times in the past and had the pleasure
of meeting various friendly religious leaders
and citizens from all walks of life. Being
a Buddhist monk of Chinese descent, 1
even had the honor of being invited by the
Department of Religious Affairs to give
a speech at the welcoming dinner for the
International Islamic Scholar Conference. I
found Indonesia to be very welcoming and
tolerant of different cultures and religions,
and | feel Indonesia is indeed a country full
of hope and bright future. In my opinion,
so long as the national leaders continue
to follow the sacred teachings of Allah to
unite all religions and ethnic groups, the
mission of leading this country towards
peace and prosperity would definitely be
accomplished.

During the course of my three visits
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to Indonesia, I had conversations with
Ministers of various Departments and
found that they all shared the view that
poor economy and social instability are
the most severe problems in Indonesia
today. Development of the economy relies
on social stability. Social instability stems
from conflicts between political parties,
factions, and different religious and ethnic
groups. These conflicts are the result of
misunderstandings. Lack of understanding
and believing in each other turned the
intrinsically kind nature of humans into
unkindness and cause unfortunate actions.

The ancient Chinese emphasized the
importance of a word "Tong”, which means
open or flow unobstructed. To govern a
nation well is to have smoothly functioning
government and harmonious people. When
all members of one family have no secrets
from and always keep open and honest
attitudes towards each other, this family
attains harmony and it prospers. So is it
with a nation, Lack of openness and sincere
communication between people results in
misunderstanding and confrontations. If



all Indonesian people uphold the qualities
of sincerity, purity, equality, proper
understanding and compassion, as well as
constantly think of benefiting other people,
benefiting the nation, and follow the holy
teachings of Allah, social stability, harmony
and prosperity would be realized and
Indonesia would become a heaven on earth.

It is most important to carry on
the spirit of the Koran and all other
holy teachings of saints and sages. The
methods of teaching should include giving
compassionately and sharing resources,
speaking kind words, helping others and
working together with common goals. When
good relationships between people are
established, conflicts diminish, and social
stability and world peace can be achieved.

The ancient Chinese also said, in order
to succeed, being given a good chance from
heaven along is not as beneficial as being
placed at a good location. Being placed at
a good location along is not as crucial as
being with harmonious people. To have
harmonious people is the most important
issue in Indonesia, as well as the world,
today. In this democratic age, leaders need
to assume the roles of saints and sages
to govern with wisdom, compassion and
courage. They should take the initiative to
visit leaders of different political parties
(especially those of the opposite parties),
factions and different religious and ethnic
groups so as to combine different ideas,
to clarify misunderstandings, to resolve
confrontations and to achieve unity.

Indonesia is a nation of many islands.
It would be most beneficial for the President
to have an annual visit to different parts of
the country to improve communication and
gain a first hand insight into the different
needs of the people.

It would also be a good idea to have
a "Dinner of Harmony™ at least once a
year on one of the big national holidays,
with representatives of all political parties,
factions, religions, ethnic groups. The goal
is to enhance understanding and unite all
people.

Another suggestion may be to
encourage leaders of different political
parties, factions, religions and ethnic groups
to travel abroad together as delegations.
By doing so, the delegations would have
a chance to stay together, learn from
each other and deepen understanding
among them. It would effectively resolve
misunderstanding and promote future
cooperation.

Education is the foundation of a
country. Education in the areas of morality
and virtue would secure long-term stability
of the country. Religious teaching is the
most important form of such education.
It would be highly recommended that a
University of Religions be established with
the aim of providing training to religious
teachers. With properly trained teachers,
it would then be possible to provide good
education to all people.

Utilizing modern hi-tech tools,
long distance moral education can reach
everyone and everywhere. If everyone
starts to learn and awakes to the teaching
of saints and sages, appreciation of equality
and mutual respect for all people would
prevail. Everyone is as important as another.
Every religion is as great as another and
every race is as good as another. All are
equal. Everyone should sincerely respect
each other and love each other. With
such sincerity, unselfish love and respect,
society would be more harmonious and
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stable, employment would be increased.
foreign investment would multiply and
the economy would thrive. If this could be
achieved, Indonesia would be harmonious
and become the best model country from
which all other countries should learn. If all
couniries succeed in this, world peace could
be achieved. Thus, with one heart and one
mind, people, regardless of positions, unite.
Society will be stable and peaceful. The
country will prosper and its people will be
happy and content. If all the countries on
earth could do the same, our world would
be stable and at peace.

I acknowledge that I am in no position
to comment on all the above mentioned. In
writing to you, I am simply providing my
humble opinions and manifest my complete
sincerity in the hope that it may be of some
value to you and your country. My wish is
that Allah will bless Indonesia and all its
people and guide you towards peace and
prosperity.

Sincerely Yours,

Chin Kung

Honorary Professor

Griffith University, University of
Queensland

Australia

- Peace -
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Love reaches everywhere.

Kindness fills our world.
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We should do our best in
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to facts and propriety.

FREWTR

We only see our

studied and learned.

=

True goodness has similar
characteristic as water.

PGS Lol
Without experiencing the
hard works in person,
how can we understand
its difficult process of

completion?

f= #1%
Loving kindness and
universal love for all.
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everything we do according

shortcomings after we have

B LTE 55T
Cultivate the Five Virtues
and Six Harmonies.

Always be compassionate
and tolerant for all.
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Six Harmonies.

AHBARIT

The jewel of Buddha’s
true teachings.
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XCBER EEHARN
Love reaches everywhere.
Kindness fills our world.

| XA KiFL

HEE>» HIRER

We should love our parents

and siblings. Keeping away

ill thoughts and hold on to
sincerity. By chanting Amitabha
Buddha’s name in earnest,
we vow to go to Western Pure
Land.

Awm 7F ¥ EL &L
Aok AT & &K 2%
Sincerity, Purity, Equality,
Proper understanding,
Compassion, See through to the
truth, Let go, Be liberated, In
accord with condition, Chant
Amitabha Buddha's name.

feX® REBE w5

When we reconcile grave
animosity, no remaining hatred
or resentment should be left
untended.

Emperor Shung

& BiF &R

Planting good causes will
gain us good consequences.

— A Ak FOEY
W Fwd iR H

All phenomenons are
illusory just like our dreams.
We should see that these
dreams would disappear just
like fog in the wind.

¥ X A&

With purity of mind, we
attain tranquility in peace and
harmony.

XHAD AARR

Practice and study the teaching
of our holy scriptures and help
others to understand them.
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Web sites Specializing on Venerable Master Chin Kung's Lectures on Buddhism -‘
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== 1 ®BE Sateliite: PanAm-8 ( EE L MBEAFTE )
Coverage in Asia & Australia

Mainland China, Tabwan, Hong Kong,
Japan, Korea, East Russia, Maongolia,
Australla,New Zealand.California,
Hawali, Singapore, Thailand, Burma,
Philippine,Vietnam, Malaysia,
Indoneasia.

Il

Hwazan Satellite TV and
Hwazan Online Satellite TV

These satellites broadcast Venerable
Master Chin Kung's Buddhist Dhama
Lectures and Amitabha Buddha
Name Recitation 24 hours everyday.
With this satellite program,

our hope is to provide everyone in the
world a chance to know Buddhism.
to benefit all beings and to promote
world peace.

Now, for those without satellite
receiving equipment or for those living
out of our satellite coverage areaq,

2 WE Sotelite: Apstar-2R ( EE=000 )
Coverage in China

Viewer can now use a smaller disk
{0.7 meten to receive signals.

Telstar'5

OF S A D 50 e It 6% e 2 14 R OF S

you can watch 3 @R sateliite: Telstar-5 ( EEEILEM )
Coverage in North America

Master Chin Kung's
9 Mainland USA, Alaska, Hawaii,
lecture programs Canada, Caribbean Area

online with our =
Hwazan Online Satellite TV!

For details, Please wisit:

www.hztv.org

E-mail: hztvecs@hwazantv.com

4 @R Sateliite: Satmex-5( EEAL - 0 - BHEWM )
Coverage in Americas
Mainland USA, Southern Canada,
Central America. most of South
America
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Buddhism is a multicultural and virtuous teachings
directed by the Buddha towards all sentient beings in the
whole universe. It explains the reality of life and the
universe, that both sentient beings and teachings are equal,
and that virtuous abilities and wisdom are actually within
our true self-nature. Buddhism teaches us how we should
harbour a broad mind with the qualities of sincerity, purity,
equality, proper understanding and compassion. In mind
and spirit and getting along with all conditions. And that
we should set good examples for others to follow. Through
these words, we see the Buddha as a compassionate
multicultural social educator, worthy of emulation.
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Understanding the Concept of “One Living Entity”
A Multicultural World - Path to Permanent Stability and Peace

We hope that all the different races and religions can treat one another equally
and live in harmony, and that we hold the same ideals and understanding.

All the ancient saints and sages are positive that a man’s self-nature is good.
All living beings have Buddha nature.

All things have Dharma nature.

We are positive that our true self-nature can see, hear, feel and is all-knowing.

woda e k=

We are positive that our true self-nature is pure, perfectly good,

compassionate, and grateful.

6.  All beings originally were able to live in harmony, and treated each other
equally.

7. All beings originally tolerated one another, and were able to love and re-
spect one another.

8.  All beings originally trusted each other with true sincerity, and showed con-
cern for one another.

9.  All beings originally took care of one another, and co-operated with one
another.

10.  Our mind give rise to the whole universe, our body fills everywhere tran-
scending space and time.

11. Do what virtue and morality call for you to do, holding sincerity in your
mind and do away with all evil.

12. Learn to be a teacher for all and act as a model for the world to follow.

Trips to Remember



All the sentient beings, including Buddhas, and people, have the same self-
nature, and therefore have the capacity to be all knowing; have the same dharma
body, and therefore have the potential to achieve the same perfectly virtuous
appearance.

The only difference between Buddhas and us is that we are deluded while
Buddhas are enlightened. Due to different degrees of delusion, our physical ap-
pearances are now different. We are but one entity, each with different names.
That is the reason why all people of the world should love one another without
any differentiation. We are all part of “One Living Entity”. To people who are
older than we are, we should be respectful and caring just the way we are respect-
ful and caring to our own parents. Those younger than we are, we should love
and protect just the way we love and protect our own children. We learn, by
using sincerity, purity and equality, to practice love and care for every one.

We must start by practicing it on ourselves. First, we need to resolve our
inner inequality, confrontations and conflicts towards everybody and everything.
Once our own body and mind are in peace, that is how we can bring peace to our
families, our neighbours, and our town. We can help the town we live in turn
into a mutually respectful, loving and peaceful community. Only then can we
extend this change to the whole world. Thus, “the world as one family” can be
realized. | sincerely hope that people of vision and virtue, can lead our society
and jointly promote this profoundly meaningful social educational work.

Chin Kung
Christmas 2003
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Sincerity, Purity, Equality,
Proper understanding, Compassion,
See through to the truth, Let go,
Be liberated, In accord with condition,
Chant Amitabha Buddha’s name.
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LIVING IN A GRATEFUL WORLD

R JAR N
B A&k TR EE
Be grateful to those who have denounced you,
for they have increased your wisdom and concentration.

R TR R0 g N
B %45k 4t T 1R 69 fE A
Be grateful to those who have made you stumble,
for they have strengthened your ability.

Bk O BE AR I N
BACHSTTHRER L
Be grateful to those who have abandoned you,
for they have taught you to be independent.

3L EARIIINPN
B Atb i T IR6y %I
Be grateful to those who have hit you,
for they have reduced your karmic obstacles.

R IR S5 R 1 N
B 2438 T 4Rey R
Be grateful to those who have deceived you,
for they have deepened your insight,

& RN
HAER TR SE
Be grateful to those who have hurt or harmed you,
for they have reinforced your determination.

etk B8 P A 88 % B2 R Y A

Be grateful to those who have made you
Firm & Resolute
And helped in your achievement.
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